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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  I  Field 
Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  Period  Ending  31  July  1968  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RO,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS  I  FIELD  FORlE  VIETNAM  ARTILLIST 
APO  96350 


14  August  1968 

Operational  Report  of  Headquarters  and  Headouarters  Battery,  IFFORCEV 
Artillery  for  period  ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R1)  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (C-NOFOHN)  Section  1,  Operationst  Significant  Activities, 
a,  (C)  General 


(1)  During  the  period  1  May  I968  through  31  July  1968,  IFFORCEV  Arty  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  US,  P<JMAF,  RVNAF,  RF/PF  and  CIDG  forces  in  II  CTZ. 

(2)  IFFORCEV  Arty  units,  totaling  two  artillery  groups,  eleven  battalions, 
three  separate  batteries,  and  ten  detachir.ents  sunxxjrted  all  ma^ior  operations 
in  the  II  CTZ  to  include  Oiperations  BINH  TAY-4^  AC  ARTHUR,  DAN  SINH-COCHISE,  DAN 
HOA-BOLLING,  DAN  THANG-MCLJUN  and  WALKER.  SF  and  CIDG  forces  orjerating  in' 
Blue,  Red,  and  Black  AO's  and  operations  conducted  by  22d  and  23d  ARVN  Div, 
24th  STZ  and  the  previncial  defense  forces  were  supported,  ROK  forces  in 

the  9th  and  CHID  AO' s  were  supported  during  Operations  MANG  HO  XII  and 
6AEK  HA  VI.  Organizational  structure  of  the  coomand  appears  at  Inclosure  1. 

b.  (U)  Personnel 

(1)  Personnel  strength  of  Hq  and  Hq  Btry,  IFFORCEV  Arty  on  31  Jul  68  was: 
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(2)  The  lack  of  tube  artillery  qualified  lieutenant  colonels  to  fill  vital 
artillery  p>o8ltions  in  IFFCMICEV  Arty,  reixjrted  in  this  organization's  ORLL  fer 
the  period  ending  30  Apr  68,  appears  to  have  been  checked.  Assignment  of  six 
lieutenant  colonels,  programncd  as  replacements  during  the  next  quarter,  will 
enable  a  satisfactory  transition  for  the  incumbents. 


(3)  The  overall  officer  assignment  strength  of  the  attached  battaliens 
continues  to  be  below  the  authorized  strength.  Reorganization  of  the  light 
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GliBJECT;  Operational  Report  or  i-c;/, quarter 3  anu  i.cadciriT'a'ters  Battery,  IFa'DRCEV 
Artillery  for  period  )aid.in;{  31  duly  196^,  RCS  CGi‘DR~65  (Rl) 

artillery  battalions  under  the  G-Seriet.  litOE  on  1  Apr  5n  and  of  the  i.ieclium  and 
heavy  artillery  battalions  \indcr  the  G-Series  liTOij  on  15  Jun  6C  and  1  Jul  6?, 
respectively,  increased  tiie  authorized  battery  officer  strength.  Currently, 
IFJORCnV'  sjrty  units  are  short  26  battery  grade  officers.  The  problen  is 
compounded  by  the  lack  of  tube  artillery  experience  o"  tlie  replacemont  officers 
in  this  category.  Of  the  90  captains  arsigned  since  1  Sep  67,  70  jjercent  lacked 
tube  artillery  experience,  lieutenants*  percentages  approximate  those  of  the 
captains.  Consequently,  in-country  training  is  required  before  these  officers 
can  be  considered  capable  of  assuiiing  their  duty  assigiricnts, 

(4)  Unlisted  personnel  status  during  this  period,  imacates  no  Liprovenent 
in  the  three  critical  areas  listed  below.  The  shortages  outlined  increased  the 
difficulty  of  achieving  a  satisfactory  s'Lato  of  oporations,  mainti  .nance ,  cora- 
nunicationc  and  laorale. 
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(5)  On  1  Hay  60,  the  CG,  IFi’DRCEV  ij^ty  received  authority  to  award  tho 
Bronze  btar  Medal  and  below.  The  tine  to  process  and  present  tliesc  awards  has 
been  substantially  decreased  diuing  this  period,  Tho  foLlowing  awards  and  de¬ 
corations  were  processed  for  IFiW.Cr.V  irty  unite,  "he  number  of  ;vwards  increased 
over  the  .last  reporting  period. 


Distinguished  Service  Cross 
Silver  Star 

Distinguished  ilying  Cross 
Legion  of  •  orit 
Bronze  Star  (V) 

Dronze  Star 
Soldier's  Icdal 
Air  iicd&l 

Amy  Coiuondation  riedal  (V) 
.my  CaiV'icrv'ation  Medal 
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Purplo  Heart  16  6  2 

lETOBCEV  Certificate  of  Achieveraent  2Z 

TOTAIS  174  199  82 

(6)  lloralo  and  discipline  continued  to  bo  excellent  tliroughout  the 
period, 

(7)  The  follovdng  accidents  were  recorded  during  this  period  for  IFrORCEV 
Arty  units: 
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(I)  The  6th  Bn,  84th  Arty  has  been  designated  as  a  quick  reaction  mobile 
force  to  provide  artillery  support  to  major  operations  throughout  II  CTZ.  As 
of  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  the  battalion  participated  in  operations 
conducted  In  every  AO  of  the  II  CTZ  to  include  LUCAS  GREZN  in  MlCARTlflJR  AO, 

VELVET  HAMMER  in  COCHISE  AO,  MAENG  HO  XI  and  XII  in  CAP  ROK  AO,  BAEK,  MA  VI  in 
9th  ROK  AO,  and  TASK  FORCE  SOUTH  in  DAN  THANG-MCLAIN  AO. 


(2)  Ibo  5th  Bn,  27th  4rty  (1051)  continued  support  of  manouvor  oloocnts 
in  the  four  southern  lurovinccs  of  tbo  II  CTZ*  Tho  firir.g  batt..rios  ore  lo  v 
tod  in  IsD  Dong,  Binh  Ihuan  aixl  Tuyon  Due  provinces*  To  accccplish  tho  as¬ 
signed  general  support  mission,  tho  battalion  has  forward  T.Jc  CP's  at  Dalat 
and  Bao  Loc  with  battalion  roar  located  at  Phan  Rang*  In  addition,  liaison 
tosQs  arc  disposed  in  Isa  Dong,  Binh  Ihuan,  and  Tuyop  Due  Arovincos*  IWo 
ESCE'o  ato  located  at  Phan  Ihict  and  Phan  Rang,  respectively* 

(3)  On  29  l^y  68,  throo  countoiuortor  radar  (.J01P^^4A)  detadsaonts 
arrived  in  country  followed  by  a  fourth  detaebaont  on  28  Jun  ^*  All  detaoh- 
■onts  arrived  at  tho  port  of  Qui  Nhon  and  convoyed  to  HHB,  8th  Dn,  26th  Arty 
(TAB),  Canp  Townes,  vic.st  of  Qui  Mion,  for  in  country  orientation,  processing 
and  check  ou:  of * equipnent  with  tho  exception  of  tho  foLirth  dotaclront*  Or¬ 
ientation,  Tocossing,  and  ch.ckout  of  equipment  of  this  detaehuent  was  accai- 
plisbod  at  Coup  Rodcliff,  An  Kh^  due  to  tho  relocation  of  HHB,  8th  Eh,  26th 
Arty  (TAB),  on  20  Jun  68*  Tm  first  tliroo  dotachKnts  arc  prcsontly  lo¬ 
cated  in  BINH  XJUAtCARIHUR  AO  and  the  fourth  in  tbo  vicinity  of  IIANG  GLuNG 

AO* 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  Hoaciquartcrs  and  Headquarters  Battoxy.  IfTQItCElV 
ijtillery  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1968,  RG8,  C£L:OIW65  (la) 

(4)  Evaluation  of  selected  munitions  by  IFPDRCW  4rty  was  completod  on  30 
Jui  w,  using  data  coopilod  on  all  artillery  missions  fired  with  those  munitions 
in  II  CTZ  during  tho  pe'riod  1  Ibb  through  15  Jun  68 »  Thcixa  were  a  total  of  120 
Mssions  firod  expending  1818  rounds  of  all  calibers  resulting  in  436  eonfinned 
HA,  49  laA  ostimatod  hy  intelligence,  aai  30  oonfiraod  WI..*  This  indicates 

an  o^^ndituro  of  only  3«5  rounds  per  casualy  although  smrvcillonco  of  only  21 
missions  or  17.5  percent  of  the  total  was  obsurvod.  Boo  fatalities  quoted 
for  the  above  missions  also  include  those  tliat  'jay  liovo  occurred  as  a  result  of 
small  arms  or  conventional  hE  artillery  projectiles. 

(5)  Artillery  Support  i*or  RF/PP 

(a)  A  fomal  program  was  established  in  June  to  insure  tliat  all  RP/PF 

elements  are  capable  of  tising  tlic  artillery  svq)port  available  to  them.  Each 
IB  artillery  unit  in  II  CTZ  vras  assigned  an  area  of  responsibility  based 
vpou  political  boundarios  in  which  they  are  to  execute  the  prcgx*am  through 
tho  district  and  province  advisors, 

(b)  Ihdcr  the  concept  of  the  program,  each  US  unit  is  making  a  survey 
of  tho  RF/PF  elements  in  its  area  of  responsibility  to  dot<.mino  the  number 
of  clcnonts,  locations,  fire  support  requirements  and  octunmications 
available,  /*s  tho  surveys  arc  ccmplctcd,  oontaot  to.'jjs  ore  being  dispatched 
with  the  purpose  of  visiting  all  RP/PP  elements.  Their  raission  is  to‘ assist 
in  fire  ^)lanning,  fire  in  defensivo  concentrations,  ixu>uro  that  rosponsivc 

firo  roquset  channels  exist,  and  ijrovido  training  in  forward  observer  procedures, 

(c)  Bic  goals  of  the  TOgram  arc  to  provide  1005J  cov«,ragc  of  RP/PP 
elements  and  to  react  to  a  request  for  firo  by  any  allied  artillery  unit  v/itb- 
in  three  riinutcs,  A  nuaber  of  RP/PF  personnel  have  already  been  trained  in 
forward  obscr/or  procedures  at  the  IPPORCEV  Artilleiy  PO  School.  Training  has 
also  been  conducted  in  other  areas  :.n  conjunction  with  ARVW  artillery  units, 

(d)  Bjc  program  has  been  in  effect  for  quite  some  time  in jcas  of  II  CTZ 
where  tho  prcpond«rrJicc  of  US  Artillery  is  located.  An  cxaEplo  of  the  offoot- 
ivonoss  of  the  program  is  shown  by  the  defense  of  on  RP  oupost  at  Kon  8oa  luh 
in  tho  Central  Highlands,  A  report  of  this  action  and  tho  koy  role  aftilA 
Iciy  played  in  preparing  for  and  siqjporting  tho  defense  of  t  oupost  is 

at  Inclosurc  2, 

(6)  The  USABV  Ca.Ubration  t.:rm  calibrated  US  artill^.ry  in  clic  4th  Inf 
Div  and  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)  AO’s  during  the  ixriod  10-17  Jujfo  6C,  The  nmber 
of  tubes  ealihratod  in  each  major  unit  was* 
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3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  20  0  0  0 

(7)  Eire  Support  Coordination  Eleraent  (ESCE)* 

(a)  Ihiring  this  period,  increased  emphasis  was'  placed  on  naval  gunfire 
support.  Coordiuation  meetings  were  conducted  by  the  Naval  Gunfire  liaicon 
Officer  (NGIO)  with  representatives  of  the  USS  Craig  and  the  USS  Carronade, 

The  meetings  enabled  a  better  understanding  of  the  principles  of  naval  gun¬ 
fire.  An  average  of  three  ships  were  on  station  each  day  in  the  contiguous 
\mters  of  the  II  CTZ.  Naval  gunfire  ^«is  used  extensively  in  AO's*  D/JJ  SHINH- 
COCPffSE  and  DIJf  Tft'JIG-MCL/JN. 

(b)  Target  ppp^epsing  increased  'greatly  ducing  the  >ionth  of  May  when  over 
3,000  'targets  werp. developed  and  passed  to  firing  units*  During  the  period 

1  May  to  31  July,  on  average  of  over  2,400  "targets  were  processed  each  month, 
iji  incroasod  specialization  in  ■target  processing  was  developed  in  conjimction 
vrt.'th  cer'tain  targeting  information  fumishea  by  G2.  ijs  a  result  of  this 
infoimatlon,  two  types  of  targets,  isimediate  reaction  and  Nangfire,  wore 
developed.  Lnmediate  reaction  'targets  aro  those  developed  from  visually 
rolla'olo  in'tclligcncc  soiircos  (agent  reports,  VR  sightings)  and  passed  to 
the  firing  unit  for  instant  firing,  Hangfiro  targets  are  bijose  acquired  from 
very  rocont,  sophisticated  intelligonco  sources  and  p^isscd  to  the  fi-ing  uni'ta 
for  iamediJiti'  firing,  iu^oas  of  increased  enemy  activity  arc  given  spi  cial 
emphasis  in  immediate  reaction  and  Hangfiro  targeting.  Procedures  have  boon 
es'tablishcd  through  liaison  and  advisory  channels  to  obtain  rapid  firing 
responsG  by  RCK  and  firing  units  and  to  obtain  clcoTw^nce  to  outside 
US  AO's  on  those  •targets.  During  tho  period,  3S7  ihngfirc  and  7305  iimedia'to 
reaction  targets  were  developed  an  passed  to  tiK-  firing  vuiits  by  the  I'SCE, 

(c)  in  coordination  with  tho  ilha  Trang  Installation  Defense  Cc.!.vaand  (IDC)^ 
the  FSCE  developed  and  pur.scd  targets  to  supi'xjrting  artillery  co’'runjd5  vrltl. 

a  specific  schedule  of  Tiros  allowing  tho  IDC  to  conduct  its  operations  with 
more  cffioioncy.  The  I  GLO  in  tho  JSCE  also  coordinated  closely  with  IDC  for 
schsdilLed  naval  gunfire  in  su.pport  of  IDC  operations. 

(d)  Targeting  coordination  sncctingo  wore  conducted  during  the  period  with 
the  4th  Inf  Div,  173d  Abn  Bdc  (Sep)  and  the  41ot  .Irty  Gp,  A  representative 
from  the  i-lSCE  Jus  been  at  TF  South  since  26  June  serving  as  firo  support  LO. 
This  rcsult-'.'d  in  increased  targeting  cfi'icicncy  and  provided  a  Eire  Support 
Coordination  Center  (FSCC)  for  TF  SOUTH. 

(c)  .hevcral  JiC  Light  coordination  visits  were  conL'^uc'bed  Curing  tl'.e 
period,  T!i«;  *!'ost  notable  \fcrc  with  the  Capitol  ROii  Div  and  tlic  Ccr.bincd 
IntclLtgcnco  Center  Vietnam  (CICV),  As  a  result  of  the  visits,  uoro  coiiplctc 
grouwl  foUow-ujic  wore  conducted  and  request.-  for  *JRC  light  ■Uu'gcts  fron 
AIiVH  and  I.CK  coernando  increased,  A  tot^  oi'  263  targets  were  processed,  of 
which,  136  wore  fired. 
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SIBJSCTt  Oporatlonal  Roport  of  xfea<!lquarto.  s  anu  Hoaclquartors  Battery^  IFSt^SJEV 
iirtillcry  for  Perioci  Encling  31  July  1968,  RCS,  CSF0IU65  (Rl; 

(f)  Ch  15  July,  notib^^rs  of  tlw  ILXV  Coribat  Opoi-ation  Center  (CX  8)  and 
lUkCV  J2  presented  an  ABC  light  briefing  at  I  F^ORBE7,»  Personnel  fTori  sub- 
ordin'.te  cot]j:iands  and  Hq,  I  PFORCEV  xfoo  arc  involved  inlho  daily  processing 
of  ARC  light  idseions  attended*  The  purpose  of  the  uoeting  woe  to  disenes 
the  now  lSc  light  regulation,  liJCV  Directive  95“14|  Subject*  *.EC  light 
Operations,  dated  3  Jul  68* 

(8)  Personnel  of  Hq  and  Hq  Btry,  IFPORCEV  Arly  were  engaged  in  92  days 
of  nisaion  oriented  operations  dturing  this  period, 

(9)  The  number  of  artillerj''  pieces  available  and.  ti-e  ainiunition  ex  >encliture 
in  11  CTZ  for  this  period  are  at  Inolcsure  3* 

d.  (C)  T^ulning* 

(1)  Jbrward  Observer  and  lire  Direction  Officer  Training, 

(,)  The  backlog  of  artillery  lieutenants  who  had  not  attended  the  Jbrword 
Observer  and  Eire  Direction  Officer  Braining  Courses,  conducted  respectively 
by  the  Alst  Arty  Gp  at  An  lihc  and  the  52d  Arty  Gp  at  Plcilcu,  has  been  reduced 
to  a  point  whore  quotas  to  attend  the  schools  were  c::tcndod  to  personnel 
other  tlian  artillery  lieutenants.  Recent  graduates  of  the  schools  include 
ABVN,  CIDG,  and  RP/EF  personnel.  In  addition,  nci;ly  assigned  captains  and 
majors  id.th  no  fi^  artillery  cxpcrionco  are  being  sent  to  both  schools, 

(b)  A  total  of  104  students  liavc  graduated  fra:  tlio  Fire  Direction  Of¬ 
ficer  Training  Covorso  during  the  reporting  period  for  an  overall  total  of 
212  ^Tcduatos  since  the  schools  began  in  Jan  68,  The  Forward  Cbscrvcr  Train¬ 
ing  Coiu'so  trained  154  students  during  tho  period  and  have  trained  311  stu¬ 
dents  overall, 

(c)  Since  Jon  68,  tho  Ponrerd  Observer  Buining  Course  lias  trained  38 
AR7N,  117  RF^F  and  32  CIDG/SF  personnel, 

(2)  In  addition  to  tlic  training  rendered  to  Vietnaixsc  forces  by  the 
PO  and  JDO  Schools  an:’  pursuant  to  the  objectives  of  the  Artillury  Si^ort 
to  RP^P,  the  6th  Bn  32cl  Arty  (175  SP)  cont’.uctod  a  PO  School  for  RP/PP  pci^ 
sonnol  during  tho  period  24^29  J\in  68,  The  after  Action  Report  p.rtedning 
to  this  school  is  at  Inclosuro  4* 

0,  (C)  Intelligence, 

(1)  Artillery  Intelligence  Scilnar 

(a)  An  artilli,ry  Intcll.o'tnco  Seilnar  sponsored  by  IFTDRCEV  Arty  was 
conducted  at  Hq,  52d  Arty  Gp  on  11  Jul  68*  Attendees  included  intelligence 
representatives  fror;  US,  AHVN  and  ROK  Arty  units  in  II  CTZ,  Tho  purpose  of 
the  eerdnor  was  to  provide  on  opportunity  for  discussion  of  intolligcnco 
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operations  at  variouf;  staff  lovols  and  to  facilitate  oxchengo  of  intoUigonoo 
inforoatitsi  botwcon  the  QS^  UNli  and  BCC  roprcscntatlvos*  Briefings  vero 
prosontod  ly  five  intollir^nco  represontativos*  Ibo  folloxdng  is  a  reside  of 
subject  mttcr  presented! 

^  CORDSy  I  TFQRCEVt  A  ropresontativo  fjron  CORDSy  Ii^tfRCEV  prosentod  a 
discussion  of  tho  PHOENIX  progran  and  tho  recently  orgrjiizod  District  Intel¬ 
ligence  Operations  Coordination  Confer  (DIOCC).  Dio  nission  of  tho  PHC|SNIX 
progreu  is  identification  and  neutralization  of  the  VC  infrastneturo*  Ihe 
DIOCC  consolidntos  all  available  intclli.  onco  agoncios  at  district  lovely 
and  is  advised  by  a  PHOENIX  ropresontativo, 

2  II  CORPSt  The  OS  rdvlsor  to  the  II  Corps  G2  Targeting  Section  prosontod 
a  briefing  on  tho  nission  and  operations  of  II  Corps  Targeting  Contor,  Dis¬ 
cussion  centered  iq>on  procedures  involved  in  dovoloptxint  if  strategic  targets 
in  n  CTZ. 

2  I  FiDHCEIV  Arty  I  A  briefing  ms  presented  by  a  representative  of  S2y 
I  FFOBCEV  Arty  conccrrdjig  count^rbattcry  intelligence  operations.  Utilizing 
a  series  of  '^psy  charts  and  bar  gr~pI)Sy  it  vas  demonstrated  hov  a  continuing 
analysis  of  enemy  artillcxy  carpabilitios .  my  be  user*,  as  a  imnagor'ent  tool  to 
inprovo  counterbatUry  operations  in  II  CTZ, 

4  9th  Inf  Div  Arty,  ROKi  S2y  9th  Inf  Div  Arty  presented  a  ccoprohonsivc 
dsscription  of  defensive  positions  in  the  9th  Inf  Div  Arty  and  illustrated 
each  typo  of  fortification  with  color  slides,  AtV.itionally,  a  brief  disetuf^ 
sion  of  planning  and  execution  of  countemortar  i5rograr.s  was  prosontod, 

^  173d  Abn  Bdo  (Scp)t  A  rcprosontatlvo  free  41  at  Arty  Gp  charged  \dt^'  tho 
rosponsildllty  for  targeting  In  the  173d  Abn  Bdo’s  AOy  explained  coHcctictoy 
evaluation  and  dissonination  of  intolligcnco  in  that  AOy  and  discussed  uti^- 
xation  of  visual  rcconnoiss.-ncc  aircraft  assets  to  su^^port  cost  effectively 
tho  target  acquisition  oi'fort, 

(b)  At  tho  conclusion  of  the  five  briefingsy  liiglilights of  the  day's  dis¬ 
cussion  were  reviowod  one',  rocao.  end  vtions  for  inprovecent  of  intclligoncc 
operations  vero  pro.cntcd.  The  socinar  vas  found  to  be  an  oxarollcnt  oppoj> 
tunity  for  exchange  of  infoniatlon  to  tween  USy  AFVN  :nd  ROE  arty  intclllgoneo 
officers.  Significant  advances  in  integrated  intolligonco  operations  and 
subsoqent  increased  effectiveness  of  artillory  firo  support  eon  bo  realised 
frcD  conferences  of  this  typo, 

(2)  During  this  CXILL  poriody  tho  i^tro  Quality  Control  Toon  continued 
onalysis  of  data  provided  to  firing  units  by  tho  nine  oloctronic  riotro 
sections  in  II  CTZ,  A  reduction  of  errors  to  of  all  ::ctro  data  prrddod 
to  artillery  unit  vas  noted.  This  record  lov  percentogo  of  error  lias  cnxtri- 
butod  significantly  to  accuracy  of  artillory  fires  and  reduced  (jrcatly  tho  ‘ 
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probability  of  firing  incidents  by  artillery  units  in  II  CTZ. 

(3)  Counterbattery  Intelligence  Operations. 

(a)  In  May  68,  the  counterbattery  intelligence  section  of  IFFORCEV 
Arty  published  its  first  monthly  analysis  of  the  enemy  artillery  threat  in  II 
Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  report  was  compiled  from  data  that  had  been  col¬ 
lected  for  several  months,  and  was  disseminated  to  artillery  units,  major 
maneuver  headquarters  in  II  CTZ,  and  to  other  selected  headquarters  in  Viet¬ 
nam. 


(b)  The  purpose  of  the  report  was  to  identify  the  enemy  artillery  threat 
in  II  CTZ.  For  purposes  of  the  analysis,  artillery  was  defined  as  recoilless 
rifles,  mortars,  rockets  and  cannons.  Objectives  of  the  analysis  were: 

J^.  To  determine,  from  data  collected  and  evaluated,  what  artillery 
capabilities  existed  in  II  CTZ. 

2.  To  determine  the  effectiveness  of  active  and  passive  counter¬ 
measures  employed  at  installations  in  II  CTZ. 

2*  To  determine  actions  required  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of 
active  and  passive  defense  of  installations  in  order  to  reduce  the  enemy's 
capability  of  attacking  them,  of  if  he  did  attack,  to  reduce  the  effectiveness 
of  his  fires. 

(c)  The  analysis  contained  descriptions . of  enemy  artillery  disposi¬ 
tions,  summaries  of  attacks  and  rounds  expended  by  caliber,  and  summaries  of 
weapons  captured  and  destroyed  by  caliber.  From  this  information,  conclusions 
could  be  drawn  concerning  the  areas  in  which  the  enemy  employs  certain  types 
of  weapons,  the  percentage  of  attacks  and  rounds  fired  in  any  area  versus  the 
enemy  artillery  in  that  area,  and  the  amount  and  location  jf  captured  or 
destroyed  enemy  anmunition  compared  with  overall  artillery  expenditures 
throughout  the  II  CTZ. 

(d)  Subsequent  monthly  analyses  refined  the  first  publication  and 
emphasized  effectiveness  of  active  and  passive  defense  against  enemy  artil¬ 
lery.  Specific  attention  has  been  directed  toward  effectiveness  of  counter¬ 
mortar  radars.  Analysis  of  information  collected  by  the  counterbattery 
intelligence  section  has  assisted  the  radar  officer  in  measuring  the  proficiency 
and  effectiveness  of  his  countermortar  radar  detachments.  Analysis  of  enemy 
attacks  on  installations  where  countermortar  radars  are  located  has  assisted 

in  determining  if  proper  sectors  of  scan  have  been  assigned,  or  if  additional 
sectors  of  scan  arc  required.  Similar  analysis  of  enemy  artillery  activity  in 
areas  where  countermortar  radars  are  not  located  has  provided  guidance  for 
relocation  of  detachments.  Degrees  of  operational  effectiveness  were 
measured  by  comparing  the  number  of  hostile  firing  positions  acquired  with  the 
total  number  of  attacks  received. 
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(e)  The  ultimate  objective  of  analysis  is  to  increase  the  effectiveness 
of  target  acquisition  agencies,  >diich  in  turn,  can  substantially  reduce 
effectiveness  of  hostile  artillery  by  providing  better  targeting  information 
for  planning  counterfires. 


f«  Implementation  of  GOLF  Series  KTOE. 

Medium  and  heavy  artillery  battalions  of  IFF(®CE\r  Arty  were  reorganized 
under  the  standardized  GOLF  Series  MTOE  by  USARFAC  ;  General  Order  275  and 
311,  respectively.  The  effective  date  for  reorganization  of  medium  ufUts  was 
15  Jun  68,  and  for  heavy  units,  1  Jul  68,  The  major  impact  of  the  reorgard- 
zatlon  is  that  all  heavy  and  medium  battalions  are  now  authorized  six  forward 
observers,  an  additional  liaison  officer,  and  another  assistant  S3.  Each 
firing  battery  is  also  authorized  an  additional  assistant  executive  officer. 
Each  battalion  is  authorized  twcr  light  observation  helicopters  by  the  new 
MTOE.  Because  of  the  nonavailability  of  aircraft,  the  majority  of  the  bat¬ 
talions  will  not  receive  them  until  early  1969. 


g.  Ammunition  Expenditure  Analysis. 

(1)  The  analysis  of  ammunition  expenditures  was  expedited  through  the 
developBBob  of  a  conputer  program  vhich  performs  the  numerical  calculations 
of  the  weekly  and  monthly  expenditure  data,  A  'roughs  263  conputer,  loca¬ 
ted  at  the  Base  Data  Automation  Section,  14th  Spt  Gp,  Nha  Trang  Air  Force 
Base,  is  used,  A  series  of  programs  was  developed  by  a  programmer  assigned 
to  the  section.  The  sophisticated  program,  incorporating  numerous  double 
check  features  and  variable  time  interval  flexibility,  provides  output  para¬ 
meters  of  rounds,  missions,  percentage  of  rounds  and  mlsslorw  against  total 
expenditure,  and  rounds  per  mission  for  each  target  category  by  caliber,  area 
of  operation,  and  battalion.  Weekly  and  monthly  copies  of  the  conputerized 
expenditure  analysis  are  provided  to  all  major  artillery  commands  within 
IFFORCEV  to  use  as  a  means  of  analyzing  their  siibordinate  unit's  expenditure** 
As  a  result  of  the  IFFCRCEV  Arty  amnunition  management  system,  a  significant 
shift  has  been  noticed  in  expenditures  from  the  interdiction  category  to  the 
more  profitable  target  categoid.ea,  such  as  confirmed  and  acquired, 

(2)  Since  all  US  Artillery  in  Vietnam  are  adopting  the  expenditure  clas¬ 
sification  system  for  use  in  analyzing  their  amnunition  expenditures,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  report  on  the  system  was  compiled  by  IFFCRCEV  Azlillery  as  an  aid 
in  its  inqplementation.  The  report  includes  a  discussion  on  the  evolution  of 
the  system,  definitions  of  target  categories,  the  application  of  manual  and 
automatic  data  processing,  and  a  detailed  guide  for  analysis  of  the  expenditure 
data.  Copies  of  the  report,  the  conputer  progn.m  and  a  prograramer/s  instrucv-™ 
ion  manual  have  bean  made  available  to  sU  artillery  units  in  Vietnam, 

(3)  A  copy  of  the  report  was  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Army 
during  his  visit  to  IFFORCEV,  The  Secretary  was  briefed  on  the  system,  its 
results  and  its  application  to  artillery  improvement  programs. 
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h.  Artillery  Seminar.  An  artillery  seminar  was  held  at  Camp  Radcliff 
An  Khe  on  21  June.  Artillery  commanders  of  US,  ROK  and  ARVN  forces  at  the 
corps,  division  and  group  level  participated.  A  demonstration  of  selected 
munitions  was  presented  after  which  a  conference  was  held  to  discuss  several 
topics  of  mutual  Interest.  The  discussion  covered  such  areas  as  combined 
support  for  RF/PF  elements,  improvement  of  artillery  effectiveness  through 
the  analysis  of  ammunition  expenditures,  methods  to  increase  the  number  of 
forward  observers  operating  with  Vietnamese  maneuver  units,  and  the  means  of 
preventing  artillery  accidents.  This  second  in  a  planned  series  of  meetings 
has  resulted  in  a  strengthening  of  ties  between  allied  artillery  units  with 
the  outcome  of  more  effective  and  responsive  artillery  support  for  maneuver 
units  of  all  allied  nations. 


i.  The  IFFORCEV  Arty  Command  Inspection  program  continued 
this  reporting  period.  Units  evaluated  were:  1st  Bn,  92d  Arty 
7th  Bn,  15th  Arty  (27  May);  5th  Bn,  22d  Arty  (10  Jun) ;  7th  Bn, 
(26  Jun);  3d  Bn,  6th  Arty  (1  Jul);  6th  Bn,  14th  Arty  (15  Jul) ; 
84th  Arty  (29  Jul). 


during 
(13  May); 

13  Arty 
and  6th  Bn, 


2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations 

and  Recommendations. 


t 


a.  Personnel.  None. 


b.  Operations. 

(1)  Target  Processing. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  An  efficient  means  of  processing  targeting  in¬ 
formation  is  essential  for  planning  and  conducting  operations  and  the 
selection  of  special  targets. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  vast  amount  of  information  available  to  an 
artillery  command  is  of  little  value  unless  an  efficient  means  for  processing 
and  storing  is  utilized.  Incoming  targeting  information  should  be  plotted  on  a 
1:50,000  map  and  then  posted  on  5x8- inch  index  cards  with  coordination  and  nature 
of  target.  Also  include  on  the  card  the  data  of  the  sighting,  method  of  target 
determination,  and  accuracy  of  the  information  of  an  intelligence  report.  Cards 
are  then  filed  by  grid  zone  designation  and  target  type.  The  target  analyst  can 
then  check  the  targeting  map  in  the  area  of  a  pending  operation  and  obtain 

the  exact  locations  and  target  types  from  the  card  file. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  this  means  of  processing  and  storing 
targeting  information  be  adopted  by  all  fire  support  coordinating  elements. 

c.  Training.  None. 
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d«  Intelligenoe,  None 

e,  Letdetice.  None 

f»  Orpanlzation.  None 

g.  Other. 

(1)  Bunkers. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Bunkers  collapse  frequently  as  a  result  of  monsoon 
rains  and  termite  infestatipn  in  timber, 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Excessive  rain  will  cause  deterioration  of  tinfeer 
and  sandbags  at  an  accelerated  rate;  Also  sandbags  lose  footing  during  heavy 
rains.  To  preclude  banker  collapse,  frequent  inspection  shoiald  be  conducted 
to  check  for  roof  sag,  wall  cant  and  teimites.  The  following  inspection 
procedures  can  be  conducted  easily. 


1  Check  for  soiindness  of  timber  by  tapping  with  a  hammer  along  the 
entire  edge  and  gouging  the  timber  ends  with  a  fevi  fe, 

2  Check  for  roof  sag  and  wall  cant  by  suspending  an  empty  small  arms 
cartridge  from  the  roof.  Place  a  one  foot  souav:.  piece  of  any  flat  material  on 
the  floor  directly  below  the  suspended  shell  casing  until  it  touches  the  flat 
surface  and  draw  a  circle  around  the  circumference.  Raise  the  shell  casing 
2-3  inches  above  the  circle.  'Lowering  the  shell  casing  periodically  and  part¬ 
icularly  after  heavy  rainfall,  will  indicate  if  roof  sag  or  wall  cant  has 
occured. 


2  Timbers  with  lOJf  or  more  of  the  surface  containing  termite  holes 
should  be  replaced. 

Sandbags  should  bo  checked  frequently  to  determine  if  slippage  or 
loss  of  footing  has  occured. 

(c)  RBCOI^IENDATION,  That  conrianders  insure  that  trooos  at  the  lowest 
level  are  aware  of  the  need  to  freouently  inspect  bunkers  and  that  they  are 
made  aware  of  Inspection  methods. 


Incl  4  Withdrawn,  Hq,  DA  Commanctdig 
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ciUBJi^T;  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters  and  Headquirtevs  Battery, 
I  FFOaCdV  ibrtiiLory  for  Period  EWing  31  Juiy  1V68,  RCS 
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DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  V6350  ^  ®  AUfi  isejj 


TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Am^  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST 
APO  y6375 


(U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  for  the  quar¬ 
terly  period  e^ing  31  July  1V68  from  Headquarters  1  FFOitCdV  Artillery. 


FOR  THii  COiitJlNDtR: 


ROBERT  C.  GABBARD 
I'"  A3C 

'  •■^)’JTA''JT  GENERAL 


Copies  fvrnished: 

2-ACSPOR,  DA,  Viash,  DC,  20310 
l-I  FFOrCSV  Arty 
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AVHQC-^T  (U  Aug  68)  2d  Ind  (U)  HAJ  KUngnan/deABN  /»A33 

SUBJ^T:  OpdratlonAl!  Repo^  of  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery, 

IFFORCiV  Artillery,  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1968^  RCS  CSFOR-65 

(^)  (U) 

HEADQUARTSIS,  US  ARMY  VliSTNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  3  SEP  1968 

TO:  Conloander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GFOP~DT, 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  OpSrational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for 
the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  from  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Battery,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  and  concurs  with  the  report, 

FOR  THR  COMMANDEH: 


W.  C.  ARI 
!LT,  AGC 
Assistant  Adjutant  Genoral 

Cy  fum: 

HQ  I  FFV 
HQ  I  FFV  Arty 


!% 
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GPOP-DT  (14  Aug  68)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ  &  HQ  Btry,  IFFORCEV  Arty  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franc laco  96558  21  SEP  52B9 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Arny,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


Thla  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
ments  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed. 


Indorse- 


FOR  THE  CaiMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C  J  .  SHOOTT 
C  PI,  AGC 
A»t»  AO 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  STRUOTURS 
I  FIELD  FORCE  VIEINAM  /'JITILLERI 

(POUO)  ArtlUerj  units  attached  to  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  at  the  end 
of  the  reporting  period  were: 

iFFORCEv  abtiller; 

5th  Battalion-,  27th  Artillery  (lOSnan  T) 

6th  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  (IVStoin/fl-inch  SP) 

4th  Battali^m,  60th  Artillery  (A’n'SP) 

Battery  B,  29th  Artillery  (Searchlight) 

Battery  E,  41at  Artillery  (MS) 

Headquarters  Battery,  Qth  Target  Acquisition  Battalion,  26th  Artillery 

77th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

237th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

24i8t  Field  Artillery  Detachmeit  (Radar) 

242d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

243d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

244th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

253d  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

254th  Field  ArtiUer^r  Detachment  (Radar) 

255th  Field  Artilleiy  Detachment  (Radar) 

256th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

Alst  Artllleiy  Group 

7th  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (lOtan 

7th  Battalion,  15th  Artillery  (175nmSP/>'  u- > 

2d  Battalion,  17th  Artillery  (105aim  TA55niii  T) 

6th  Battalion,  84th  Artillery  (155nm  T) 

52d  Artillery  Group 

3d  Battalion, '6th  ArtlUery  (10^  fjP) 

6th  Battalion,  14th  Artillery  (175nin/G-inch  SP) 

5th  Battalion,  22d  Artillery  (175ro/8-inch  SP) 

Ist  Battallwi,  92d  Artillery  (15Soiri  T) 


Incl  1 
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DEP/JfflCMr  OF  THE  .  JUC 
HE..DQU<'iRTERS,  52D  ARTILLERy  GROUP 
/}  APO  96318 


AVQQ-CO  2  June  1968 

MEMDR/JtlXJK  FOR  RECORD 

SIBJBCT:  Artillery  Support  for  Kon  Som  Luh 


1«  Kon  Som  luh  la  an  out  prat  13  kilometers  ENE  of  Kontum  City  in  the  weet- 
em  hlghL'inds.  It  stands  alone  faced  by  the  tni*ent  of  attack  by  units  of 
the  24th  NVA  Regiment  as  ifcll  as  the  304th  Main  Force  Battalion,  Two  RF 
companies  occupied  Kon  Som  Luh  on  the  night  of  14  -  15  May;  at  0135  hours 
on  the  15th  an  estimated  NVA  battalion  at  ockcd  the  outpost  from  several 
aides,  (The  attacking  unit  was  later  identified  as  the  6th  Bn  24th  NVA 
Regt),  There  were  no  US  advisors  or  IB  forward  observers  at  the  outpost* 

An  ARVN  forward  observer  and  rcdio>telephone  operator  from  the  37th  ARVN. 
Artilleiy  Battalion  in  Kontum  had  been  positioned  with  the  companies.  The 
forward  observer  inmadlately  called  for  preplanned  defensive  fires  from 
the  ARVN  155nBi  howitaer  platoon  on  the  north  side  of  Kontum  City,  and  from 
the  IB  S  lnch/l75nin  battery  (C-6-I4)  located  in  Kontum  City,  The  first 
rounds  were  on  the  wey  in  four  minutes.  The  observer  skillfully  shifted 
the  artillery  fAres  to  threatened  areas  of  the  perimeter  usit^  preplanned 
targets  as  reference  points.  The  artillery  raked  tl;e  eneny  force  with  de¬ 
vastating  fire  and  the  SVA  battalion  broke  itT  attack  at  0615  hours  leaving 
147  dead  behind.  In  contrast,  only  three  RF  ware  slightly  wounded  in  the 
succussful  defense  of  the  outpost, 

2,  It  was  not  by  chance  that  artillery  made  the  difference  between  hold¬ 
ing  or  losirg  trie  oi-opost  at  Kon  Som  Luh,  Many  US  artillerymen  and  US 
advisory  personrel  h  o.  worked  and  planned  steadily  for  several  months  with 
the  RF  and  with  the  /jiVN  artillery  to  bring  shout  this  well  coordinated  and 
timely  response.  Following  is  a  synopsis  of  actions  taken  Trom  the  beg- 
Iruiing  of  the  year  by  artillerymen  from  the  52d  Artillery  Group  which 
relate  to  the  victory  at  Kon  Som  Luht 


JANUART 


(1)  After  e  brief  series  of  coordinating  visits  to  the  senior  US 
advisor/  headquarters  in  Kontum,  a  liaison  section  headed  bv  s  captain 
was  placed  in  Kontum  City  to  make  daily  contact  with  the  US  advisers  to 
ths  24th  Spscial  Tactical  Zone  and  Kontum  Province,  and  to  Detachment  B-24 
of  the  5th  Special  Forces  in  Kontum  City.  At  this  time  there  were  no  major 
tactical  U5  units  operating  in  the  area.  The  senior  advisor  to  the  24th 
STZ  welcomed  this  participotion  by  the  52d  Artillery  Group,  and  offered 
the  sseiatance  of  hia  intelligence,  operstions,  and  artillery  advisor 
sections. 
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(2)  In  dlecussiug  artiHoiy  capabilities  with  these  headqi’srters, 
the  liaisom  officer  created  an  alternate  link  among  the  advi3:".y  rAaffe 
for  the  exchange  of  infomotion  about  eaiony  capabilities  and  the  cur.ent 
operations  of  the  US  forces  in  the  4th  Division’s  AO  MacArthur. 

(3)  At  the  end  of  January,  the  eneny  began  his  TET  offensive.  The 
liaison  officer  used  his  comunications  links  and  contacts  between  US 
forces  and  the  US  advisors  to  further  coordination  of  fire  support  means 
in  the  battle  for  Konbum  City  and  to  submit  timely  reports  on  the  close>in 
fl^tii^  to  higher  headquarters. 

FmUABY 

(1)  Because  of  the  eneny  drive  into  Kontum  during  TET,  more  attention 
was  focused  on  the  coordination  of  UB  and  ARVN  units  in  the  area.  The 
1-92d  Arty  sent  a  liaison  sergeant  with  radio  equipment  to  the  24th  STZ 

to  strengthen  the  US  side  of  what  was  to  become  a  more  cspeble  conblned 
UB't/JIVN  control  center;  this  reinforcement  was  in  addition  to  the  liaison 
party  mentioned  above. 

(2)  In  mid-February  three  US  ait-iHery  batteries  moved  into  Kontum 
to  siqpport  operations  by  US  maneuver  forces.  The  52d  Artillery  Croup  im¬ 
mediately  initiated  a  program  to  suprort  the  isolated  villages,  hamlets, 
and  RF/PF  outposts  with  pre-planned  artillery  fires.  A  US  forward  observer 
from  the  175nw8  inch  battery  (C-5-22)  worked  with  the  province  and  district 
advisors  to  plan  the  fires.  An  interpreter  was  provided  by  the  province, 
and  helicopter  lift  was  furnished  by  this  group  and  by  the  province. 

(3)  Simultaneoualv  i-92  /  rty  formed  a  task  force  of  about  35 
officers  and  men  to  render  assistance  to  ARVN  artillery  units  in  Kontum. 

In  four  days,  an  intonso  tailed  cooperative  ovnluation  was  conducted; 

on  the  spot  ir:^rovement8  were  made,  pnrticularly  in  maintenance  and  repairs; 
and  reconrendations  as  to  how  the  effectiveness  of  the  ARVN  artillery  could 
be  increased  were  developed.  The  ARVN  artillery  was  fired  in  on  targets 
selected  by  the  province  and  district  diiefs  and  adjusted  by  a  US/ARVN 
observer  teem,  IB  artillery  fired  TOT  with  /JIVN  on  the  more  important 
targets.  Survey  control  was  extended  between  US  and  ARVN  artillery,  and 
land  lines  were  added  to  the  cocinunlaation  plan. 

(4)  Charlie  Battery,  5**22  Arty,  was  ono  of  the  US  artillery  units 
operating  in  Kontum  City.  The  battery  comandcr  reinforced  the  program 
described  above  with  his  personal  pwrticipmtion  and  enthusiastic  “sales- 
nDnshlp”  of  the  expanding  coverage  for  oi;t lying  hamlets  and  outposts.  By 
a  fortunate  circunetance,  the  US  S3  advisor  to  Kontum  province  (nn  armor 
officer)  had  served  recently  as  an  Instructor  at  Fcrt  Sill  and  was  convinced 
that  artillery  fire  planning  could  add  a  great  deal  of  protection  to  ARVN, 
RF/PF,  end  friendly  villagers.  He  was  given  full  support  by  the  US  piro- 
vlnce  serdor  advisor  who  made  certain  that  red  tapw  nixl  unwieldy  procedures 
were  eliminated  in  procossir^  fire  requests, 
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(5)  As  the  influence  of  artillery  was  increased,  the  KF  sd  W 
extended  the  range  of  their  pnrtols  and  listening  p^^td.  Atlvi^i^  w  ith 
these  units  were  coached  in  the  techniques  of  the  forward  observer^ 
Radio  connunieations  were  checked  and  procedures  to  call  for  :ired  v>'ere 
r^earsed. 


I  (6)  The  battalion  contnanders  of  the  Arty  and  the  1-92  Arty 

I  monitored  the  program  closely  to  keep  all  elements  actively  participating* 

I  Their  timely  visits  to  senior  IS  and  ARVN  officers  and  officials  in  Kent urn 

I  City  kept  the  program  running  smoothly* 

j  MARCH  AND  APRIL 

(1)  C-5-22  Arty  displaced  west  of  Kontum  to  Pole!  Klengl  however 
the  program  in  Kontum  was  well  established  so  that  the  heavy  battery 
(C-6-14)  which  replaced  it  continued  the  program  without  pause. 


(2)  Daily  liaison  to  the  IS  advisors  and  the  ARVN  artillery  in  Kontum 
strer^hened  the  plamlr^  cycle  and  added  US  support  to  ARVN  ground  operat¬ 
ions  northeast  of  the  city. 


(1)  The  efforts  of  the  US  and  ARVN  units  in  the  associate  battery 
program  enhanced  the  mutual  support  and  cooperation  among  the  axtillexymen 
in  Kontum. 

(2)  When  the  NVA  battalion  attacked  on  15  May,  the  plan  which  was 
developed  over  many  months  brought  Inmedinte  response  from  the  US  and  ARVN 
artillery*  Kon  Som  Luh  was  successfully  defended  and  the  eneny  attack 
turned  into  a  defeat  which  virtually  elisdnsted  one  NVA  battalion. 

3*  In  suninaiy,  the  following  s  teps  outline  a  progrom  which  might  be  used 
eh«i  US  artillery  moves  into  a  new  area  or  accelerates  the  fire  planning 
for  defense  of  ARVN,  RF/PP  and  friendly  villages: 

a*  Senior  artlUerymsn  should  make  initisl  visits  to  US  advisors  to 
set  the  stage  for  the  proposed  cooperative  effort* 

b*  An  energetic  liaison  officer  should  be  stationed  with  the  advisors 
to  keep  the  program  in  focus  and  to  gain  the  contacts  that  will  siurfoce 
intelligence  data  for  target  and  fire  planning. 

e.  Find  out  what  problene  can  be  solved  by  artillery  reaction.  Show 
the  advisors  how  weapons  already  available  can  be  better  utilised  when 
coordinated  with  arvi  reinforced  by  IB  artillery* 
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SUBJECT:  Artillery  Support  for  Kon  Som  Luh 

d.  With  the  assistance  of  US  advisors  and  ABVN  interpreters-  b^in 
an  exterwive  program  to  fire-in  defensive  targets  for  villages,  .nmlets 
and  AHVN/'RF/PF  outposts.  Include  /JiVN  artillery  in  this  progmr.  dthin 
ARVN  range  capabilities • 

e.  Teach  classes  and  give  bi*iefings  on  the  use  of  the  available 
calibers  of  artillery,  Many  US  personnel  and  iMSt  ARVN  are  unfasdliar  vrlth 
the  175niii  gun  and  the  8  inch  howitzer.  Include  typical  reaction  times, 
techniques  of  fire,  adjuatmont  and  connunications, 

f.  Follow  intelligjnce  indicators  carefully  so  that  artillery  is 
positioned  to  respond  to  likely  eneny  actions.  Response  time  can  be 
reduced  with  precomputed  data.  Pieces  can  be  laid  on  defensive  targets 
so  that  rounds  are  on  the  way  in  the  first  few  critical  minutes  of  the 
action  when  the  eneny  is  trying  to  destroy  the  friendly  force's  com¬ 
munications  and  will  to  resist, 

4*  The  52d  Artillery  Gi'oup  is  engaged  again  in  proving  out  these  prin¬ 
ciples  in  Ban  Me  Thuot  (Darlnc  Province),  Our  efforts  there  have  so  far 
achieved  excellent  results  and  progress  is  stlnulated  because  of  the 
greater  density  of  /JWN  artillery  with  which  to  work,  and  because  of 
the  larger  nuiiier  of  friendly  units  and  populated  areas  which  are  enth¬ 
usiastically  seeking  artil-lery  support. 


/sAal  E,  Hallgren 
/t/ML  E,  HALL(3iEN 
Colonel,  Artillery 
Conamnding 


A  TRUE  COPT 


r.  .  ; 

/  .  h-U  I- 

PETER  0,  HEIKDAHL 
MAJ,  Arty 
Asst  53,  Tng 

Much  '.f  t;ie  activity  indicated  in  this  Kemori’ndun  Jbr  Record  was  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  IFTV  Qo^andlng  Genenl,Major  General  R,  Peers, who  became  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  lack  of  fire  support  for  RP/P?  units  in  this  arse.  Prior 
ts  the  actions  recorded  herein  two  RF/FP  outposts  in  this  area  were  over¬ 
run  by  the  eneny  aud  an  RF  unit  at  Kon  Braih,  apjaroonately  28  kilo. •t. tors 
NE  of  Kontum,  also  come  u:\ler  attack*  Ma^or  General  Psexv  directed  a 
17iiiiii  unit  moved  so  as  to  prov’.de  artillery  coverage  ic  th-is  outpost. 
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end  of  the  quarter,  ^  Artillery  units  in  II  CTZ  at  the 


lOSncn 

155hm 

£1 

12>° 

US  Divisional 

79 

18 

4 

0 

HOK  Divisiaial 

108 

36 

0 

0 

UB  Force  Artillery  72 

40 

23 

25 

ARVN  Artillery 

87 

42 

0 

0 

fecial  Forces 
Total 

-19 

3?5 

0 

m 

0 

0 

55 

2.  (C)  /jimunitioh  Statlntics  for 
Ouartert 

us  Artllleiy  in  II  CTZ  for  the  R^wrting 

(a)  E>q)endltures  Target  Category} . 

TAHSET 

MAY 

CATHlOHy 

R0UI-^DS/KTSSTCM« 

ROlWDS/MI?i.Siir;Nb 

JULY 

tCUHDS/klSSIQNS 

Confirmed 

4-9,063/1,612 

25,471/777 

^  # 

19,335/1,950 

Acquired 

71,354/8,680 

44,473/8,:..C4 

30,792/3,694 

Comterbatteiy 

14,491/571 

4,015/146 

2,129/394 

Preparation 

28,808/1,729 

22,955/1,140 

17,152/677 

Interdiction 

79,572/28,879 

59,721/5,807 

20,820/12,665 

Special  Purpose 

32,510/4,508 

29,707/4,234 

20,097 '3,309 

Other 

44.207/552 

4.280/521 

4.379'594 

Total 

279,995/46,549  1 

90,662/41,119 

114,709/22,284 

(b)  Expenditures  by  Caliber: 

month  caliber 

RDS  EXPENDED 

^  of  TOT/'I,  RDS/TUBE/D'T 

Mv  105 

177,479 

63JJ 

34 

155 

67,088 

24< 

37 

8" 

21,879 

8?5 

24 

175 

13,549 

4® 

5< 

20 

IncI  3 
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SOB  TOTAL 

279,995 

100^ 

34* 

June  105 

124,5C3 

65% 

28 

155 

39,064 

20^ 

22 

8'' 

15,686 

856 

18 

175 

11,289 

6% 

16 

— 

— 

SUB  -  TOTAL 

190,622 

100^ 

24* 

July  105 

73,364 

64f. 

16 

155 

20,765 

18^ 

12 

8" 

ir.,820 

ir4 

'  15 

175 

7,755 

71 

10 

•— 

* 

— 

— 

SUB  -  TOTAL 

TOTAL 

*  Prorated  Av  .''rage 

114,704 

585,32' 
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